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of ovory class of people, Every party prejudice has been overcome
by a display of gonius, eloquence, and goodness, which no one with
anything like a heart about them could have listened to without be-
ing the witter and the better all the rest of their lives. What must
my feelings be, you only can imagine. To tell you the truth, it ia
with some difficulty that I can * let down my mind/ as Mr. Burke
Raid afterwards, to talk or think on that or any other subject. But
pleasure too oxquiwto becomes pain, and I am at this moment suf-
fering from the delightful anxieties of last week,1*

This triumph, however, like Sheridan's previous suc-
(',08808, would seem to have been won by a fit of accidental
exertion; for it was still as difficult as ever to keep him.
in harness and secure his attention. A letter quoted in

Moore's life from Burke to Mrs. Sheridan makes the diffi-
culty very apparent. The great statesman begins by skil-
ful praise of Sheridan's abilities to propitiate his wife;

and than implores Mrs. Sheridan's aid in " prevailing upon
Mr* Sheridan to be with us this day at half after three in

the Committee." The paymaster of Oude was to be ex-
amined, ho adds, with anxious emphasis: " Oude is Mr*
Sheridan's particular province; and I'do most seriously
ask that ho would favour us with his assistance," This
proves how little he was to. be relied upon, even now, in
the very moment of triumph* Yet on the very next page
we read of the elaborate manner in which his speech was
prepared, and of the exertions of his domestic helpers in
arranging and classifying his materials; and he seems
from Moore's account to have laboured indefatigably to
acquire the necessary knowledge:

** There In a large pamphlet of Mr. Hastings," Moore tells us,
** consisting of. more than two hundred pages, copied out mostly in
her (Mrs* Sheridan's) writing, with some assistance from, another
female hand. The Industry, Indeed, of all about him was called into
requisition for the great occasion; some busy with the pen. and seis-o the House of Commons prepossessed for
